
Rockland CountyRockland CountyRockland CountyRockland County
Solid Waste Management AuthoritySolid Waste Management Authority

The Three R’s and Why TheyThe Three R’s and Why They
Matter to the EnvironmentMatter to the Environment

Kerri ScalesKerri Scales

Matter to the EnvironmentMatter to the Environment

Kerri ScalesKerri Scales
Solid Waste EducatorSolid Waste Educator

Anna Roppolo, Executive DirectorAnna Roppolo, Executive Director
Christopher St. Lawrence, ChairmanChristopher St. Lawrence, Chairman



Who is the “Authority”?Who is the “Authority”?Who is the Authority ?Who is the Authority ?

 Board of 17 membersBoard of 17 members Board of 17 membersBoard of 17 members
 Implement County's Solid Waste Management Implement County's Solid Waste Management 

PlanPlanPlanPlan
 Reduce solid waste disposal in landfills by Reduce solid waste disposal in landfills by 

establishing recycling and reuse programsestablishing recycling and reuse programsestablishing recycling and reuse programsestablishing recycling and reuse programs
 Provide solid waste management services on Provide solid waste management services on 

CountyCounty--wide basiswide basisCountyCounty wide basiswide basis
 Construct or acquire solid waste management Construct or acquire solid waste management 

facilitiesfacilitiesfacilitiesfacilities



What’s the Problem?What’s the Problem?What s the Problem?What s the Problem?

 No disposal capacity in RocklandNo disposal capacity in Rockland
W b d 640 ilW b d 640 il Waste must be transported 640 milesWaste must be transported 640 miles



Rockland Waste LawsRockland Waste LawsRockland Waste LawsRockland Waste Laws

 Rockland County Sanitary CodeRockland County Sanitary Code -- Article 17Article 17 Rockland County Sanitary Code Rockland County Sanitary Code -- Article 17 Article 17 
 Dual stream recycling program in RocklandDual stream recycling program in Rockland
 Generators & haulers must keep each streamGenerators & haulers must keep each stream Generators & haulers must keep each stream Generators & haulers must keep each stream 

separateseparate

 Flow Control RegulationsFlow Control Regulations
 Materials must go to designated facilitiesMaterials must go to designated facilitiese s us go o des g ed c ese s us go o des g ed c es



Authority FacilitiesAuthority Facilities

 3 Transfer Stations 3 Transfer Stations ------------------------------------------------------------------------ TrashTrash

 C & D C & D ---------------------------------------------------------------------- Concrete & AsphaltConcrete & Asphalt

 Materials Recovery FacilityMaterials Recovery Facility ------------------------------------ RecyclablesRecyclables Materials Recovery Facility Materials Recovery Facility ------------------------------------ RecyclablesRecyclables

 Household Hazardous Waste Facility Household Hazardous Waste Facility ---------- Toxic WasteToxic Waste

 3 Yard Waste Composting Facilities 3 Yard Waste Composting Facilities ---------- Leaves/BrushLeaves/Brush

 BiosolidsBiosolids Composting FacilityComposting Facility -------------------------------------------- SludgeSludge BiosolidsBiosolids Composting Facility Composting Facility -------------------------------------------- SludgeSludge

 Environmental Education Center Environmental Education Center ---------------------------- OutreachOutreach

 Native Plants Demonstration Garden Native Plants Demonstration Garden ------------------ OutreachOutreach



Transfer StationsTransfer Stations
Hillburn, West Nyack, West HaverstrawHillburn, West Nyack, West Haverstraw

 Consolidate trash and transport to landfills Consolidate trash and transport to landfills 
$76 tipping fee$76 tipping fee $76 tipping fee$76 tipping fee

 Transported to Ontario County & Highland Transported to Ontario County & Highland 
LandfillsLandfills

 Approximately 640 miles round tripApproximately 640 miles round trippp y ppp y p
 Anyone can utilize facilityAnyone can utilize facility



Transferring WasteTransferring WasteTransferring WasteTransferring Waste



Materials Recovery FacilityMaterials Recovery Facility
Hillburn, NYHillburn, NY

 Accepts recyclables from all generators Accepts recyclables from all generators ccepts ecyc ab es o a ge e ato sccepts ecyc ab es o a ge e ato s
(residential, business, and institutional)(residential, business, and institutional)

 Separate recyclablesSeparate recyclablesp yp y
 Materials marketed to remanufacturing companiesMaterials marketed to remanufacturing companies
 $0 tipping fee (Rockland recyclables only)$0 tipping fee (Rockland recyclables only)
 Municipalities receive a $32 rebate/tonMunicipalities receive a $32 rebate/ton
 Cardboard/paper rebate program for haulersCardboard/paper rebate program for haulers
 Authority provides recycling bins to residentsAuthority provides recycling bins to residents



Recyclables DropRecyclables Drop--off Areaoff AreaRecyclables DropRecyclables Drop off Areaoff Area



Sorting RecyclablesSorting RecyclablesSorting RecyclablesSorting Recyclables



Baled RecyclablesBaled Recyclables
Ready for MarketReady for Market



Household Hazardous Waste FacilityHousehold Hazardous Waste Facility
Pomona, NYPomona, NY

 Accepts household hazardous waste fromAccepts household hazardous waste from Accepts household hazardous waste from Accepts household hazardous waste from 
residents and small businessesresidents and small businesses

 No fee for residentsNo fee for residents No fee for residentsNo fee for residents
 DriveDrive--through servicethrough service
 Materials recycled/reusedMaterials recycled/reused Materials recycled/reusedMaterials recycled/reused
 Other materials disposed of safelyOther materials disposed of safely

O MO M F d k d d thF d k d d th Open MOpen M--F and one weekend day per monthF and one weekend day per month
 Historically costs reimbursed 50% by Historically costs reimbursed 50% by 

NYSDECNYSDECNYSDECNYSDEC



Yard Waste CompostingYard Waste Composting
 3 Facilities3 Facilities

Y d t b d t l dfillY d t b d t l dfill Yard waste banned at landfillsYard waste banned at landfills
 No charge for residential yard waste No charge for residential yard waste 
 BioBio--degradable leaf bags provided to residents degradable leaf bags provided to residents 
 Finished compost marketed and given toFinished compost marketed and given toFinished compost marketed and given to Finished compost marketed and given to 

municipalitiesmunicipalities



Cocomposting FacilityCocomposting Facility
Hillburn, NYHillburn, NY

 Accepts bioAccepts bio--solids (sludge) for compostingsolids (sludge) for composting Accepts bioAccepts bio--solids (sludge) for compostingsolids (sludge) for composting
 Currently 6 wastewater treatment plantsCurrently 6 wastewater treatment plants

Cl d d f b lkiCl d d f b lki Clean wood used for bulkingClean wood used for bulking
 ClosedClosed--vessel aerobic system vessel aerobic system 
 Creates a highCreates a high--quality soil amendmentquality soil amendment
 Marketed to landscapers sod growersMarketed to landscapers sod growers Marketed to landscapers, sod growers, Marketed to landscapers, sod growers, 

nurseries, golf courses, etc.nurseries, golf courses, etc.



Cocomposting OperationsCocomposting OperationsCocomposting OperationsCocomposting Operations



Waste Generation PointsWaste Generation PointsWaste Generation PointsWaste Generation Points
 ResidentialResidential

 Curbside condo/townhouse complexesCurbside condo/townhouse complexes Curbside, condo/townhouse complexes, Curbside, condo/townhouse complexes, 
multimulti--family complexesfamily complexes

 Commercial/BusinessCommercial/Business
S ll di lS ll di l Small, medium, largeSmall, medium, large

 InstitutionalInstitutional
 Hospitals, nonHospitals, non--profitsprofits Hospitals, nonHospitals, non profitsprofits

 KK--12 Schools12 Schools
 Public and privatePublic and private

i i ii i i UniversitiesUniversities
 County/Municipal FacilitiesCounty/Municipal Facilities
 Public SpacesPublic Spaces Public SpacesPublic Spaces

 Parks, downtown streets, recreational fieldsParks, downtown streets, recreational fields



Education and OutreachEducation and Outreach

 Business Recycling Program Business Recycling Program
 Green Schools of Rockland Program
 Hands-on Environmental Education Center
 Native Plants Demonstration Garden
 Exhibiting at public events
 Residential Door Hanger Program Residential Door Hanger Program
 Annual Environmental Day
 Rockland Recycles Awards



Herb Reisman Herb Reisman 
Environmental Education CenterEnvironmental Education Center



Native Plants Native Plants 
Demonstration GardenDemonstration Garden



Annual Environmental Dayy



Rockland CountyRockland County
S lid W t M tS lid W t M tSolid Waste ManagementSolid Waste Management

AuthorityAuthorityyy

420 Torne Valley Road PO Box 354420 Torne Valley Road PO Box 354420 Torne Valley Road, PO Box 354420 Torne Valley Road, PO Box 354
Hillburn, NY 10931Hillburn, NY 10931

845.753.2200845.753.2200

kl d lkl d lwww.rocklandrecycles.comwww.rocklandrecycles.com
kscales@rocklandrecycles.comkscales@rocklandrecycles.com@ y@ y


